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Laing, Alexander , Little, Brown- Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
JONATHAN EAGLE $4.95 


* This - after ten and more years' gap- brings us back to the Laing of Clip- 
per Ship Men and The Sea Witch (1933). And again he is at his best in writing 
of the sea, and the men that mastered it... He has taken an earlier period here, with 
an infant merchant shipping in the building, while the new nation battled to sustain- 
or destroy- the rights for which the American Revolution had been fought. Adams was 
in the Presidency; the Federalists, by the Alien and Sedition laws, sought to stem 
attack, to silence free speech and press. And the new Republicans braved spiteful 
and sometimes violent opprobrium to hold fast their ideals. Against this conflict 
of opinion social and political, the foundling Jonathan- self-named Eagle- grew to 
manhood. And escaping the seaport town. of Stonington, Connecticut, he sailed seas 
that suffered other kinds of maraders;-the Barbary pirates (and there he was prisoner 
and slave- and learned first what love meant); the untrammeled excesses of the French 
Revolution and later the autocracy of Buonaparte; revolution- black slaves against 
white masters,and maroons against both-when St. Domingo burst into revolution; and 
Savage piracy that threatened the seas. Jonathan was again a victim- and again es- 
caped, to the fiercer attacks of his own countrymen, the shaking of the foundations 
of the ideals he had cherished. How he became first an object of the battle for 
justice, in a trial for piracy - and then a force in the cause of securing freedom, 
as Jefferson and Burr tied an election - this dual role was played out in his subse- 
quent endeavor to prove for once and all what constituted an American. His own 
idealism almost defeated his own ends, but he won through to victory- and toa 
heart at ease. Adventure- history- romance, all here, in a mammoth yarn that might 
readily have been three separate tales. 


Nay 20° 


Simon & Schuster 
THE LAST TEMPTATION $3.95 


(Report repeated from page 46, January 15th bulletin, when scheduled for 
earlier publication before its choice as the June Literary Guild, as follows: )"The 
Last Temptation is the greatest treason, to do the right deed for the wrong reason"- 
and it is a questionable act on the part of Victor Marmorek - the appropriation of a 
list of vital installations - and the miscarriage of justice to which it leads - that 
results in his being shot as an informer and provides a holding drama of personal 


Viertel, Joseph 


- reparations....For Vic, and Debbie, and their youngster, David, Palestine is the only 


answer to years of persecution and evasion in Vienna, Prague and Rome, and it is there 
they hope to find security for David's future. Their friendship with the British 
Walkers is suspect- and when they leave and Victor is due to return after the hardwon 
siege of Jerusalem, Debbie is told that he has been shot as a pro-Arab, pro-British spy. 
In the days which follow- of personal shock and public stigma, David is stoned at 
school, Debbie loses her job as a nurse, and only George Stern, an American reporter, 
offers her support in her determination to. prove Vic's innocence. The months bring in 
little proof- only some which might hurt her further; but finally when the case is re- 
Opened, Vic ends as a hero, not ¢ traitor. Debbie, given the chance to go to America - 
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with Stern - chooses instead the country and the home she has fought to recover.... A 
likable heroine - and a vulnerable situation - all provide a strong drama of more popu- 
lar appeal than other novels which have drawn on the struggle for statehood in Israel - 
and finds an impetus in the unreasoning fever heat of national prejudice and pressures." 


(LC: 54-9799) 


Above the line- so watch 


If the market can take another massive historical recreation of ancient times, Mary 
Dolan's HANNIBAL OF CARTHAGE (Macmillan) is a likely candidate; a period-regional novel, 
Australia the background, with much that is noteworthy, SARA DANE by Catherine Gaskin 
(Lippincott) On name, possibly, for his fans—- the new Joyce Cary, NOT HONOUR MORE 
(Harper). Not a sure candidate in the lot. See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
April 15 


Avalon 


Ford, Marcia 
DIXIE DOCTOR $2.50 

The boys and gals in white mixing it up again as young resident doctor Philip 
Arnold does his best to win Lorna Evans who is being squired around by Calhoun Hays, the 
doctor son of an established doctor. Restricted by financial obligations, nose to grind- 
stone with surgery and laboratory research, Philip is determined to return to his home 
town to be its much needed medical man; voices his suspicions to the FBI about the new 
man in the lab - and turns up a spy; gets a break when a new mill moves into his future 
home - and is ready with waiting arms when Lorna is finally disillusioned by unethical 
Cal, whose life Philip saves after an accident. Mild sedation here. 


Worley, Dorothy Avalon 
BRIGHT HARVEST $2.50 


Stephen Blair, a young minister, comes to Cartersville and breaks through the 
cordon of social pride and prejudice of its first families, ignores influence, and is 
anxious to reconcile the personal problems of his parishioners. But he is less decisive 
when it comes to making up his mind between Carol Carter and her friend Pat- who is less 
suitable for him- and Bill Shelton, a newspaperman, makes up a fourth in the muddled ro- 
mancing here. Wholesome and clearly articulated. 


April 18 


Cox, Wally Simon & Schuster 
Cloth; $3.00 
MR. PEEPERS Paper; $1.00 


-ewho by now needs little introduction to TV audiences, makes his book appear- 
ance in these light hearted sequences written by his creator. From screen to pages come 
the adventures of our Mr. Peepers, earnest high school science teacher, witness to the 
more inconsequential foibles of his fellow man and of himself, adjuster of student di- 
lemmas, and doting admirer of Nancy- whom he is about to marry as the book opens. Though 
chapter one sees Mr. Peepers rise joyfully, if confusedly, on his wedding day, thoughts 
of marriage cause him to ponder the past and the rest of the episodes form a series of 
flashbacks of recent events- army life, the new job at school, a "wild" week-end in 
Chicago, a meeting of butterfly specialists, inhibitions overcome in the face of Nancy's 
family and so forth. All these add up to pleasant T-v-rivia, for a ready market. 


(LC: 54-9804) 
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* Saint-Laurent, Cecil Crown 
THE CAUTICUS MAIDEN $2.50 


A novel of French police procedures takes Assistant Chief Inspector Forbin 
through his interrogation of Claude-Andre-Penelope Racan whose evidence is needed to 
convict shady Dr. Danieli. Through the course of his interviewing, Forbin feels out 
all the approaches to Penny - from a lover's learning to know the girl he must conquer 
to the agent of the law who is out to get a conviction - and in pursuing his duty finds 
out a lot more about the girl than he had bargained for. Penny tells her story back- 
ward in time, relating the facts about her latest lover before she gets to the infor- 
mation about her earliest, and before she brings out the truth that she is not sure who 
has fathered the pregnancy which has sent her to Dr. Danieli. And Forbin, cat ata 
mouse hole, waits, listens, wonders - and ponders - until the sordid tale is finished- 
and finds that there has not been any need for his persistence because Danieli has com- 
motted suicide and the case is dropped. This follows the Simenon lines of investiga- 
tory techniques but without the finesse, or the disinterested attitudes of the old 
Master, and witnesses the stand of the younger generation against the mores of their 
elders. Headline headaches - and as temporary. (LC: 55-7231) 





May 2 
Terry, C. V. Hanover House-Garden City 
DARIEN VENTURE $3.50 
@ A high seas historical sweeps overboard with a villainous vamp as prime 


mover, and the attempt of Scotland to settle in Darien (Panama) the raison d’etre. 
Stolen from the Irish coast to sell in the West Indies, Adam Carnock has been given 
freedom and education and adopted Scotland. Knowing the hostile site of the New Scot- 
land venture, he refuses to join as ship's doctor, but after a week with an unknown 
Venus who pays to have an heir for her ailing husband, he is shanghaied. There he is, 
and there sheis, the director's wife - the bedside broadside continues through the 
voyage, as the mate, Adam and another doctor are taken by her. The captain lures the 
ship of the Englishman working against the Scottish aim, onto the reefs, and onto the 
St. Andrewcomes Beth, Adam's true love. The battle of love against lust ends with 
Lady Meg's death after she herself has killed a Spanish lover who tired of her (and 
killed two other lovers indirectly). Shipwrecks and bullets are definitely sidearms 
in the attempt. (LC: 55-7664) 

May 4 VW 


Vining, Elizabeth Gray Lippincott 
THE VIRGINIA EXILES $3-95 \ — 


A little-known incident of the American Revolution forms the basis of a 
story, the major purpose of which would seem to be a sympathetic presentation of the 
Quaker convictions relating to war. The story itself revolves around the arrest, 
banishment, imprisonment of the Twenty Philadelphians, most of them Quakers, ona 
vague charge of being inimical to the cause of the Revolution. Some were prominent 
as leading Quakers; others had refused to continue their trades because they involved 
supplying goods and munitions- no matter if the market was the side they sponsored; 

j ro a few actively opposed the drastic actions of Congress and the Committees; none were 
actually Tories. Seized, without charge or trial; shipped to Reading, then to Win- 

chester; required to meet expenses out of their own pockets; refused a hearing - 

they suffered- not in silence- and fell prey to disease; two leading spirits died; 

two escaped. And finally, through the plea of their womenfolk back in Philadelphia, 

they were summoned, and with a shabby evasion, freed, Such is the historical back- 
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ground, and in reviving it, Mrs. Vining not only has served history well, but has used it, 
perhaps sometimes at too great length for the pace of her love story, as a vehicle for the 
torturing arguments, pro and con, as the Quakers held fast to their convictions, their de- 
termination to sign no oath which pandered to the truth, and their basic belief in the > a 
very cause of freedom of thought and speech for which the war they denounced was being 

fought. The central characters are fictional- Caleb Middleton, Jr., substitute for an ail- 
ing father, an ironmaster who had closed his mines, and the lovely girl, whose path crossed 
his during the first days of imprisonment. But the love story is tenuous, insubstantial, 

and of secondary interest to the enlargement of the historical episode. (LC: 55-6300) 


May 9 
Knopf 


Tanizaki, Junichiro 
SOME PREFER NETTLES $3.00 


The dilatory dilemma of Kaname and Misako serves to point up not only the dis- 
affection of a marriage - but of a culture, in which the new ways of the western world, 
in contemporary Japan, have intruded on the old traditions of the East. For Kaname and 
Misako have acquired a madern outlook and for some time have equivocated and deliberated 
over the divorce they should secure since Kaname has found that his passion has cooled, 
and, with his encouragement, Misako has taken a lover. Visits with Misako's father only 
confirm the discrepancies between the generations for the old man has taken a young girl 
as a concubine and groomed her to minister to his inclinations, with the traditional, sub-. 
missive rituals, and it is he who attempts to return Kaname and Misako to an acceptance of 
each other and also of an established and unquestioning pattern. A satiric fable which, 


if diffident, is poised and precise. (LC: 55-5616) 
May 26 bir b12 
asali. Gbti 


Dolan, Mary : Macmillan € 
HANNIBAL OF CARTHAGE $3.50 , | 








* A gigantic great of history is viewed through the watching eyes of a Greek 
slave, Sosylos (whose version of Hannibal's early achievements was used by Polybius and 
later by Livy) and comes off with eternal and human virtues. Here is the slave, educated, 
freed, and enslaved again, learning to know - and love - the man who hated Rome, who band- 
ed together a conglomerate army in a common cause and who used it in a way that has. kept 
his name alive in strategical history and left him with a reputation for undemanding patri- 
otism. Here, from one man's view, is Hannibal as he melded his strange group, confronted 
his inimical terrain, and, with force of character and determination and understanding, 
traversed the Alps, fought in the marshes and the hills, terrified the Roman senators and 
their generals and continued a war that always paid off to his advantage. Here too is his 
young brother, Mago, the colorful Numidians, his Captain Marr and the odd romance with the 
Amazonian Clara; there are the Celts, the elephants, the oxen whose horns carried blazing 
torches to confuse the enemy; the awful moment when his other brother's head was delivered 
to him; Iris, whose captivity was a thing of love; and always the General, .the amazing, 
the unpredictable, the disciplinarian, "the man who set out to make his dream a deed", and 
who hasted to overtake his fate...or in other words, the Second Punic War like you never 


read before. GOSH: 
_ "aia j [ a 
May SF 


Eyster, Warren Random House i" 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN $4.50 94 





It's two years and more since I read, with mounting excitement, Far From Customary Skies, » 
feeling that here was a new and promising talent. Now comes this - and the power and 

the passion remain, but the compassion has disappeared. Gone too seems to be the ability 

to make his people live. While no one of his central characters, in the two families that 

provide the main drama, is a stock character, neither is any one of them wholly credible. 
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They seem figures drawn out of torment, recalling, in their abnormalities, their 
excesses of deviation, like figures from the Faulkner world of Sanctuary. Here is 

a story of the clash between the agricultural backwater and the surge of big business 
in iron and steel in Pennsylvania in the early decades of this century. Three gener- 
ations are spanned:- the first, still clinging to the vision of peace with prosperity 

and dignity; the second, caught in the pressures of competition; the third, accepting 
violence, strikes political short-changing, as a way of life. And against this, the 

story of the Langs and the Pierces- social elite; and the Mijacks, up from the mines, 
and accepting baseness as inevitable wherever their paths lay. It is a strange, dis- 
jointed, unpalatable tale, overlong- and, I found it, often dull. 


May 17 2 4 


Bentley, Phyllis Macmillan 
NOBLE IN REASON $3.5 


While the setting is still the textile area of Yorkshire, this story stends 
on its own, independent of The House of Moreys, and other stories linked to the same 
family. Christopher Jarmayne, a misfit in his family, seems unable to adapt himself 
to any of the plans designed for his future. He is afraid of his father, comes slowly 
to a realization that his mother is a drunkard, thinks his brothers have no use for hin. 
But when one brother takes him to London, he finds he can make a path for himself, in 
a job in a bookshop. A whole new world opens up, and eventually this leads to independ- 
ence, not only financially, but independently in mind and spirit. He becomes a success- 
ful, sought-after novelist and playwright - and when depression closes down over the 
textile industry,which he had thought indestructible, he is able to save the family- 
and to make his contribution in human terms. His romances- his eventually happy marr- 
iage- his awakening to the actual significance of his boyhood family relations- and 
their repeat pattern in maturity- make this an interesting and perceptive study of 
human nature. Worth reading. 


May 46° ¢ / 


Faralla, Dana Lippincott 
A CIRCLE OF TREES $3.50 


A wistful story of the prairies of Minnesota back in 1880 - and of exiled 
Danes, to whom this land of blizzard, drought, locusts, tornadoes seemed impossible 
of acceptance. Gunnar Nielson had lost his wife and one child to the new land; his 
contact with his four other children was unemotional and frightening to the younger 
ones. A working housekeeper lacked the light touch of the dead mother. Then- into 
the family came a stranger, a wanderer, Reilly-0, who brought the warmth and imagi- 
nation and vision they needed. A blizzard, superbly described, makes him a more or 
less permanent guest; but a tornado is the disaster that writes finis to his tale, 
though the miracle he had sought has been achieved, and the Nielsons at last have 
accepted their new country. At her best with the portrayal of the children and ani- 
mals, Dana Faralla has kept a story that might have been grimly realistic on a level 
of lyrical poetry that somehow never quite seems real. It makes appealing reading 
however. And despite the scenes of death, it has much to recommed it to younger read- 


ers. (LC: 55-6719) 


Gaskin, Catherine Lippincott 
SARA DANE $3.95 


* A lifespan story of Sara Dane, who came to Botany Bay in a convict ship and 
‘became one of the foremost landowners in Australia. As a portrait of a country in 
the throes of birth, this is a fascinating revelation of the difficulties in making 
a country that stands on its own out of a dumping ground for the dregs of society. 
Only the raw settlements of the coastal area were known; the opportunities of the 
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river basins and the plains of the hinterland demanded the imagination, courage, vision 
and energy of such men as Andrew Macklay who resigned his commission as second officer 

on the ship to marry the mysterious convict-Sara Dane, and to cast his lot in the new & 
country. That ambition sometimes threatened to outweigh his finer qualities was almost 
inevitable- but this ambition was directed not only to expanding his holdings, experiment- 
ing with new projects, gambling with the opportunities the new continent offered, but put- 
ting under financial obligations to him those who could help win social recognition for 
his wife. Sara had accepted the anomalous position of a one-time convict (though the 
crime was a negligible one) until it began to affect her children. Then she too, after 
Andrew's death, gambled with her own happiness to win a place for them. Her's is a 
strange, and not wholly convincing, story of three loves- and a fourth that might have 
been the staunchest - and of rejection of what she thought she wanted at the end for re- 
claiming the country she had come to love so passionately. The book is overlong, uneven 
in its writing, but one reads to the end with absorption in the unity between background 
and people that the author has achieved. Rarely a story of the lands down under has this 
quality. Green Delphin Street by Elizabeth Goudge (New Zealand) had it; and Martin Boyd's 
Lucinda Brayford. Try that market. (LC: 55-6293) 


May 20 


Heimer, Mel Putnam 
PENNILESS BLUES $3.00 SD 


».-or if horseplayers are not like regular people, what the American Dream of 
owning a Derby winner can do to them. So the little peanuts, who are Broadway characters, 
tangle with the big apple, and this is the story of what happens. It is told by Tommy 
Fellows, a trumpet player with a stinking style, and a fast boy to recognize his own 
nasty weaknesses, and witnesses the meeting of minds that, in 1948, decided to pool their 
poverty and buy a horse. How the mutual efforts of a showgirl, a would-be crooner, an * 
elevator operator, a night club reporter and Tommy created a savings account, took the 
funds to Saratoga and found an equally definite personality in a ghostly grey colt; how 
they lost the reporter but bought the colt and found another partner - leads into the 
effect of what owning a horse did to all of them. For Penniless at first as a "no goodnik", 
his trainer tricked them, and with the buildup of a top guy to handle him, Penniless brought 
his backers into the money....And then, with his good luck rubbing off on them...came the 
chill, the quarrels, the selling of a real horse to break up an alliance that had gone sour. 
But Penniless' small time windup straightened out wrong notes when they banded together, 
some years later, to save him. A Big Street fahle that takes the guys and dolls through a 
Runyonesque routine amusingly, acidly - and affably. (LC: 55-5665) 


May 23 


Gwaltney, Francis Irby Rinehart 
THE DAY THE CENTURY ENDED $3.50 


Soldiers, sex and war; the civilian military man versus the Regular Army; 
courage that surmounts fear; and the period that Hiroshima wrote to the century - these 
are the elements of Samuel Francis Gifford's story, told in the first person. Opening 
with his reporting to George Company (the convict company) after a court-martial for 
striking an officer under combat circumstances, Gifford traces his growing knowledge of 
the rank atmosphere among his companions, the disgust with their CO and his goons, the 
stories of the various "fukups" among them, the falling away of decency- except friendship. 
He backtracks to his life in Gray's Landing, the unswerving determination of Jenny Cozzens 
to marry him and their happy, passionate wedded life and, with Pearl Harbor, under Jenny's 
father as commander of the National Guard, heading for the Pacific. Sam shapes up into a 2 
good soldier, Cozzens into a crazy, beloved "Colonel", whose men are proud of their repu- 
tation, but with his death, the morale slumps, sinks and rots under his replacement. When 
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sam's four friends are unnecessarily shot by an officer, anger and loyalty blast him 
into his court-martial and George Company, and there he finds new and worthwhile 

& partners. Outpost duty for them opens them up to Jap attack, kills off all but Sam 

’ and Willie, and sends Sam back to the perimeter to find that the atom bomb has ended 

the fighting - but not the new values he has learned. The charnel house and clinical- 
ly physical aspects of war, the fear that is malignant, the soldier that is at the 
same time a man are here in close perspective, shocking impact and utter frankness - 
for that audience which may still absorb another panel in the picture. (LC: 55-6428) 






















May 25 


Cary, Joyce Harper ; my 
NOT HONOUR MORE $3.50-~ 


The final novel in Cary's trilogy which included Prisoner of Grace and Ex- 
cept the Lord. Like the others the story is told through the eyes of one person, 
this time Nina's second husband, James Latter, a retired captain in the British army, 
and deals with Nina Nimmo Latter and Chester Nimmo, now Lord Nimmo, in their last 
days, during the General Strike in England. It would seem to depend on its prede- 
cessors for the full impact. Nimmo, now seventy, is trying to stage a comeback in 
politics and is living with the Latters in Devon, with Nina acting as secretary. As 
the book opens, Latter tries to shoot Nimmo on finding him in a compromising position 
with Nina. From then on, the book is a working. out of a combination political, 
psychological and "romantic" triangle against a background of unrest and violence. 
Latter finally solves his own confused private salvation and writes this record to 
justify himself. Essentially,though there are moments of intense action, this is a 
novel of character, and viewed on its own, is weak. Latter's character is well done; * 
Nimmo's reads like a cliche of a political and religious demagogue without memory of 

io the earlier books, while Nina is foggily motivated indeed. Nevertheless, to those 
who feel Cary an important writer, this is essential reading for those who read the 
other two. (LC: 55-6570) 


Llagard, Garald Morrow 
LEAPS THE LIVE THUNDER $3.50 





An action-adventure tale (Scariet Cockerel- 1948) follows the close escapes 
and high and wide escapades of Rackham Ballarol, his cat Colonel Turpentine, and 
Kelsie, the former governess he had taken from Nassau to New Orleans where she had 
become a dancing woman. Rack, on the way to join General Nathan Bedford Forrest, finds 
Kelsie once again- now entertaining in a circus show which is a cover for the prison- 
ers who are smuggled through the Confederate lines. And while Kelsie's sympathies are 
with the Union, her heart belongs to Rack- who is badly wounded, nursed back to safety 
by Kelsie in her circus wagon on whisky, water and axle grease. Kelsie is forced 
to go back with Regulus- who owns the circuss to conceal Rack's presence; Rack moves on 
and back into action; Kelsie escapes, in an attempt to warn General Forrest, is caught- 
by Regulus, and finally freed by Rack and his Colonel Turnpentine.... A bold young 
man- and a woman to match his mettle- this derring duo is likeble and the war retreats 
and recedes in the face of personal exploits and private involvements. (LC: 55-6910) 


May 4% 20 















Lindop, Audrey Erskine | Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE OUTER RING $3.75 ~~ 













Another dip into The Well of Loneliness views homosexuality from Jeremy 
Stretton's life pattern and apes the current attitudes of understanding and com- 
passion. Jimmy's mother died when he was born; the village echoed his aunt's 
twitterings that his father, the Reverend Mr. Jordon, resented his son; Jimmy picked 
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up the feeling of unwantedness and reflected his aunt's attitude that he should have been 
# girl. School brought trouble the first day but Headmaster Osbourne saw Jimmy's side, 
championed him to the point of estranging his wife - and suicides. When Osbourne's wife 
‘emarried Jimmy felt again rejected and isolated himself, then turned to Pamela and forced 
both her family and his to recognize their marriage. But physical attraction for men drew 
him to other companions, brought Dr. Presnor and the vicious Simpton into his life, gave 
him an idea that Paris with a whore would prove something - which it did, and didn't - and 
brought him to violence against which Presnor was his shield. Simpton was the artful 
persuader who defined his depths, who sent him to suicide - but Pam's attempt shocked him 
into a promise for the future in which he would not regard his tendencies as a proven fact. 
A stethescope recording of a self which, once detested, can find a weapon with which to 
fight, offers a clinical and emotional reflection of a recognized problem. Handle with 
gloves for most but serious fiction for others. (LC: 55-5439) 


May _ 74 b)/2 


Appleton-Century-Crofts 


Litsey, Sarah 
THE INTIMATE ILLUSION $3.75 


A poet first, a novelist second’ + this perhaps the explanation of the sometimes 
rich, sometimes sparse quality of her prose, in this story of the Revingtons of Kentucky - 
and specifically of Josephine Revington. One gets, almost by suggestion, by innuendo, some- 
thing of the town background, of the place the Revingtons held-as lords of the manor. Joseph, 
whose wife dies giving birth to Josephine, centers all hopes and idolatry in the chill, push- 
ing aside the claims of the two older children,- Helen, who escaped as soon as she was able, 
and Archie, who was never quite a whole person in his own right. The Store, which was Joseph's 


other passion, came to mean almost as much to Josephine as to her father, while Archie, who 
hated it, knew not how to halt its disintegration when his father was invalided and Josephine 
appointed herself his devoted slave. Her place in the community, never secure in the normal 
way, grows less real as friends and suitors drop away, and the abnormal identification of * 


father and daughter loses savor as worn-out gossip. Two men who love her - the one a lusty, 
virile man, marries and fathers a large family, though never losing his yearning for Josephine; 
the other, son of the local blacksmith, defies the difference in their stations, and forces 
his magnetic sex hunger onher despite her instinctive rejection. But not until her father's 
death, and the coming of age of the orphaned niece and nephew she raised, does Josephine- 

too late- find completion in the man she had thought of as an hereditary enemy. It is a strange 
story, told often by indirection, of the heritage of another way of life and its survival in 
people out of touch with the world today. One could wish the author had shared her evident 
understanding of the roots of the emotional values of her characters so as to deepen the 
conviction of their thoughts and actions being controlled and directed. There's profoundly 
realized motivation here which comes through now‘and again, but that. too often is suggested 

by what is not said instead of what is said. A sensitive book for a reader seeking some- 


thing off the beaten path. (LC: 55-5438) 


Simon Edith Putnam 


THE TWELVE PICTURES 4/29 $3.95 


The Nibelungenlied forms the framework for this recreation of the days of Siegfried's 
marriage to the Burgundian princess, Kriemhild - ana of the symbol of submission in conquest, 
as Brunhilde is forced to renounce her pagan faith and take Kriemhild's brother, King Gunter, 
as consort. And it ends with the tragic finale of the feat in Attila's Hunland, at the 
height of his power. Miss Simon, whose scholarship was evidenced so dramatically in The 
Golden Hand has explored the discrepancies in the legendary versions, and shapes her story 
to deal with the motives rather than the facts. And a sordid tale of manipulations, plot 
and counterplot, violence, betrayal, it is from start to finish. Siégfried's death and 
Brunhilde's suicide on his tomb seems to high climax of the story, and- for this reader- 
the after events, as Kriemhild, convinced that she can bring Christianity to the pagans, - 
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marries Attila, finds her marriage a mockery, was anticlimactic. The holocaust of the 
Eurgundian feast, the plot of Kriemhild's sworn knights to revenge Siegfried's murder 
that goes awry, Kriemhild's slaying of her arch enemy, Eagen, and killing of hers 
« wind up a story that has lived in Wagner's operas - but that, I feel, has small cle 
such extensive exploration as in The Twelve Pictures. While there is much of interest 
in the minutiae that embellishes the plot and provides the background, the plot itself 
does not recommend its violence and gore to the modern reader. Edith Simon's achieve- 
ment in The Golden Hand was that she made a segment of England's social history come 
alive. It does not seem to me she has done that for the period chosen here. (LC: 55-5771) 


Yurder on the Skids? 
April ?? 


Kane, Frank Ives Washburn 
RED HOT ICE pee 320 


A dry run on a proposed divorce ends in the murder of the wife, stage star 
Laury Lane, and puts private investigator Johnny Liddell ina game with guys that 
play for keeps. Her savings in diamonds prove invisible; dope enters in; Liddell's 
operative cops it; the tie in between New Jersey and New York keeps Liddell's sched- 
ule tight and a flying crap game keeps it up in the air. A fumble, to the finish. 


May 10 


Randolph, Marion : Macmillan 
e GRIM GROW THE LILACS $2.50 


"Murder Revisited" this- and I quote from 1941, when published by Holt: 
"Nicely set and sustained, this story of an artist coterie set on edge by the marriage 
of their patron to a cheap blonde who threatens. to dispossess them of their berth. 
Animosity ends in murder of the new wife, and Mrs. Stevens, next door neighbor, steps 
in to save her friends. Not topnotch-but satisfying entertainment.” (Note- an 
ae setting- where the other titles in this series have been English, and of higher 
leveL 


May 11 













Harper 
THE HIDDEN GRAVE $2.75 = 


Hardin, Peter 








The events of a long ago night add up to a measure of a nightmare for Gideon 
Wolfe when he returns to Chrichton (Ohio) to unveil the past - and he finishes up 
splitting open the present. Accepted, then rejected and threatened, he stays on, 
continues his consuming affair with widowed Helen Squires, gets the proof of his 
brother's murder and sees more than justice visited on the killer, as the front men 
stumble over their feet to vilify the criminal. Melodrama a-boiling in a small 


town. (LC: 55-6598) 
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TWO FOR THE TOP 


One not of MUST BOOK calibre, perhaps, but the best chance for the top bracket since 
THE EGG AND I; the other important on several counts, but with popular appeal because of » 
the central figure. These reports follow immediately. Of the balance, for an intellectual 
market, and discriminating readers, Aileen Pippett'’s THE MOTH AND THE STAR, a biography of 


Virginia Woolf (Little, Brown) See in section following. 


May 16 
Lippincott 
ONIONS IN THE STEW $3.50 


* (Report repeated from the January 15th bulletin when scheduled for earlier pub- 
lication as follows): "The author's twelve years on Vashon Island, in Puget Sound, com- 
bine tribulations with trivia, domesticity with manifold doings, and plaints with paeans. 
Marriage to Don during the war brought almost insoluble housing problems in Seattle, and 
tours of the islands availed little until Vashon proved to be the right place. Settling 
in during the fall was all right but the winter was tough on everyone:- Betty's two 
daughters reached the heights of unenthusiasm, Don took daily beatings with travel to the 
mainland - as did Betty - but spring and the many different charms of island living com- 
pletely seduced them. The glories of gardening on Vashon (some despairings, too); friendly 
and less lovable neighbors; animal life, beginning with their own dog and taking in cats, 
raccoons, deer and others; guests, guests and more guests; renovations, machinery - and un- 
dependable workmen; all familiar ground for almost any householder, but with a slight 
island twist. The girls, in spite of an abrasive adolescence, do grow up, and now they and 
their children return to remembered joys. The tongue is still sharp for a ludicrous situa- 
tion, a personality quirk and a self-turned jibe,and the whole rounds out the picture begun 


MacDonald, Betty 


with the (golden) Fgg. Local as well as follower interest for this. (LC: 55-6305)" This 
is now a dual June Book of the Month Club selection. * 


Piersall, Jim & Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


Hirshberg, Al $3.50 
FEAR STRIKES OUT: THE JIM PIERSALL STORY 


* Jim Piersall, whom many people may remember as the Boston Red Sox rookie of the 
1952 season who carried on as a cut-up to the amusement of the fans and the aggravation 
of everyone else, tells his story of what went on up to this time when these fool capers 
were only the telltale symptoms of the crackup which was to follow. And this account, 
most of which takes place outside of the ballpark, is important as a reconciliation of 
mental illness in everyday lives while the comeback he made has its incentive-inspiration 
value for others. A childhood, with a quick-tempered father and a mother who was away in 
a state hospital for a number of years, made a worried, wound-up youngster of Jim before 
he reached his teens; constant headaches patterned the pressures of a home with little money, 
a father who was ambitious for him to play professional baseball, and the battery of fears 
connected with making out and making good. Graduation from high school brought him many 
offers- and the Red Sox contract he particularly wanted; his first year with the minors 
introduced him to Mary, whom he married, and who knew that he was still moving too fast- 
but could not slow him down. A big season with the minors was followed by a bitter, brood- 
ing winter in which he did not work; the decision to use him as a shortstop (he's an out- 
fielder) on the Red Sox only panicked him; and the whole period in which he joined the 
team from January to August when he was hospitalized- for shock treatment- was blanked out. 
Coming to, he also came back to accept what had happened and with a helping hand from 
everyone (columnists, umpires, his teammates) had a sensational year in 1953.... A story 
which has been written not only to help others in the fight against fear- but also against e 
the stigma of mental illness,- this has sincere and strong human interest values- to 
Which the S.£.P. serialization will attest. (LC: 55-7464) 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
April 1 


Lower, A.R.M. Bouregy & Curl 
THIS FAMOUS STREAM $3.00 


The principles of a western liberalism, pieced together and redefined, with 
the intent of meeting the threat of a "Communist creed" which claims to answer every 
eventuality. The emphasis falls mainly, if in an oblique and scattered way, upon the 
development from earliest times of western philosophic, economic and religious ins- 
titutions, and the enrichment and impoverishment for western man of such ideals as 
“justice, democracy, liberty, freedom, capitalism, ‘free enterprise', individualism”. 
Christianity, specifically Protestant Christianity, emerge as the dominant and sem- 
inal forcesin western life, establishing not only the standards but working out the 
social evolution of all those values cherished by the west, ranging from suffrage to 
representative government and the integrity of man. Skipping lightly over psycholog- 
ical influences, and similarly not detained by the Hebrew and Greek heritage, Mr. 
Lower avoids any unsettling criticisms of the fact that "the western world is the 
way of life of which English-speaking Protestantism has been the nucleus”. One cannot 
see this as of value except to those with corresponding limitations in the field of 
religious education. 


April 21 


Barker, Charles Albro Oxford 
HENRY GEORGE $950 


Perhaps the definitive biography of Henry George, this is the result of Mr. 
Barker's life as a teacher and a dedicated researcher of the course of the life of 
the California journalist and economic thinker whose policies- notably that of the 
single tax- have had a continuing international influence. George was born in 
Philadelphia in 1839, into a poor but deeply religious family, who if they could not 
afford a formal education for their son, gave him instead the moral fibre to be a 
crusader for social reform. The set of personal values that followed and the set of 
social circumstances that were to augment them, did their further work to make Henry 
George the man he was. For when he migrated to California in 1857, his first years 
there knew the full effect of a laborer's existence. As George went from job to job 
and suffered drastic poverty after his marriage, hard life deepened his conviction of 
the senseless irony behind poverty that increased- as the wealth of the few increased. 
It was consequently years before he found a secure newspaper job and the time to write 
down his ideas. When he did, his following:soon grew and his Progress and Poverty- that 
included the most extensive outline of the theory of single tax and how the unearned 
increase on land value should be spread out to the benefit the community as a whole- 
became one of the most widely read books of its day. George went on then to inspire 
much of the British Empire with his ideas, to enter politics in New York and to have 
an important role in first American labor movements; the single tax was but a segment 
of his work. Mr. Barker's tribute to it here is lucid and detailed. (LC: 55-6251) 


April 29 


Kerr, Walter Simon & Schuster 
HOW NOT TO WRITE A PLAY $3.50 


An inquiry into audience indifference places contemporary theater on the 
grill and investigates why it is unsuccessful in a firm and critical manner. Main- 
taining that modern theatre is basically unpopular, he shows the damage that Ibsen, 
Checkhov and Shaw have inflicted on today's writers; he bewails the "calculated 
inertia" and argues for a narrative with strong clashes to which the theatregoer 
may succumb; he reviews those recent plays which have been committed to stasis; he 
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diagnoses the spark of life in others. There is much of Tennessee Williams and Arthur 
Miller's work; the demands of the "mass mind" of the audience are given full considera- 
tion; the possibilities of themes and developments are investigated. Plenty of fighting 
words here but theatrical history today proves his points and serious drama followers will 
find much to stimlate them. Should be an excellent class and study group discussion 


book. (LC: 55-7756) 
April 7% bak 


Randolph, Vance Columbia University Press 
THE DEVIL'S PRETTY DAUGHTER AND OTHER OZARK TALES $3.75 


Another storybag of Ozarkian swag from Vance Randolph, this is full of witch- 
ing, doctoring and outdoing. There are fairy tales tailored to folk (another Bluebeard, 
another Toad Prince); there are regional anecdotes such as the time Doc Bolton rebuffed 
Gram French by treating her to her own medicine. An appealing lot of intriguers who 
mix with devils, ghosts, and other mere mortals provide insight into the folk mind and 
the history of an area...and a big bellylaugh. Bibliography. 


Davenport, Basil Longmans, Green 
INQUIRY INTO SCIENCE FICTION 4127 $2.50 


An essay - and an assay - of the current boom-baby, science fiction, analyzes 
its types and how they were developed, the scientific sources, and the potentials. An 
addict for years, the author has grown up with, and in, this medium, comments on the 
ideas and inventions, the good and the bad, SF uses in moving pictures, radio, TV and 
comics (very low levels here); indicates the emotional and mythic qualities, and digni- 
fies this popular reading with his findings. A worthwhile pruning shapes SF to higher 
standards and requirements. (LC: 55-8306) 


Tarry, Ellen David McKay 
THE THIRD DOOR s [ib $3.50 

The Autobiography of an American Negro Woman is the story of a crusader rich 
in hope and friends. Ellen Tarry grew up in Birmingham, Alabama, in a warm family group 
that sheltered her from race tensions until adolescence. Converted to Catholicism in a 
convent school, of a "passing" complexion, she experienced knocks from every side. Fol- 
lowing a teaching stint during which she wrote articles, she came to New York, where after 
a floating period she took on serious reporting, juvenile writing, work for the inter- 
racial Friendship House during the Depression. She ran the Chicago branch for a time, 
then with the war, as a member of the National Catholic Community Service, she ran a 
Negro USO in Alabama. Marriage with a soldier brought the daughter for whose children 
she hopes there will be only a third door - no door with a white or colored sign to mar 
it. At all times a personal story, peopled with friends of note, all sorts, this points 
out the individual's experience in a world where color is still a drawback, even a hazard, 
and shows trends in race relations through a woman's lifetime.. At times a little slow, 
but warm and substantial. 


May eis 


Wright, Louis B. Indiana University Press 
CULTURE ON THE MOVING FRONTIER $3.50 


An interesting and readable study of cultural influence that directed the 
course taken by the American pattern of living as it grew from Jamestown on through 
the 19th century, exhibits the author's well founded awareness of our predominately 
English heritage. By period and region, he discusses the development of various aspects 
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of life- religious, educational, economic, political and so forth- as the frontier 
moved West. There was the inevitable clash between law and lawlessness, piety and. 
deviltry, knowledge and ignorance. In the measure that decency and the more con- 
ventional ways of living triumphed and gained sway, Mr. Wright's interpretation of 
their predominantly anglican origin seems quite valid. And the points he illustrates- 
for example that materialistic influences heightened California's cultural development, 
that conservatism usually prevailed despite the half truth that the frontier created 
new ideas and so forth- will serve to stimulate thinking along these lines. Scholarly 
yet vivid, this may find a combined student's and layman's market. College libraries 
definitely. 





























May 4 


Morton, Charles W. Lippincott 
A SLIGHT SENSE OF OUTRAGE $3.50 


And more than a slight sense of recognition for these pieces from The 
Atlantic Monthly and elsewhere, as Mr. M-rton views, with an undeceived eye, the world 
around him. At home and abroad, the radio and mail order catalogs, an outline for a 
fish and a ghost story, the male as a solo host, cliches and the "elongated yellow 
fruit" style, beer and ale, shoes and hats, dog schools and barbecues, carving and 
trade-ins - these are but a few of the topics that get a going over. There are notes 
on books, plagiarism, the entertainment media, the formidableness of women; spoofs 
on various types of reading and comment on the many kinks and quirks of his fellow men - 
and his own... Relaxed and relaxing, this omnium gatherum is companionable and friend- 
ly in its variety and commentary. (LC: 55- 6306) 


May 9 


Holbrook, Stuart Knopf 
JAMES J. HILL $2.50 »~ 


Another in the Great Lives In Brief Series, this follows the career of the 
Canadian born railroad builder who accomplished his dreams without land grants or 
government subsidies. Son of bush pioneers, he was early on his way from steamboat 
and railroad agent to railroad owner, his enormous energy and bold actions helping 
him to fling his rails across inimical territory, making him the partner of Kittson, 
getting his lines in good running order, driving his workmen to prodigious achieve- 
ments. Through the northwest, via the Manitoba, the Canadian Pacific, the Great 
Northern, heading his tracks to the West Coast; tangling with Gould, Villard, Morgan 
and Harriman as he brought in immigrants to settle and hauled his freight; acquiring 
controls and more power,- Hill's path was stormy, headlong, and successful and prepar- 
ed the way for his capable son, Louis Warren Hill. This is the best - and the worst- 
of the man in a swiftly sketched biography. For a business and regional market. 
(Lc: 54-7220) 


May 16 


Henry, George W., M. D. Rinehart 
ALL THE SEXES $7.50 


In a book which aims to increase our understanding of masculinity and 
femininity, the author draws on thirty years of experience to give case illustrations 
of individuals he terms sex variants. He explores through them the reasons behind 
their development, their means of adjustment and where such adjustment has led chem 
in terms of happiness and health. He considers constitutional, familial and cultural 
elements in their molding. Abounding with case illustrations, reinforced with statistics, 
this is a valuable source book which while readable for the average layman still seems 
more suited to perusal by people involved in the treatment of such cases - to this 
semi-informed reader. Foreword by David E. Roberts, Ph. D., D. D. (LC: 55-6427) 
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May 17 


Smith, Brig. Gen. Dale O. Little, Brown-D.S.& P. 
U.S. MILITARY DOCTRINE $3.50 * 


This is a broad review of the science, philosophy and politico-military aims of 
war-making, as they have developed down through American history. Closest attention is 
given to the revolutionary changes in military science caused by air power (the author is 
a brigadier general in the Air Force, though his writings are unofficial). Details- 
whether they concern logistics, strategy, or psychological methods, are treated lightly. 
Only fundamental lines of thought interest General Smith, such for example, as the theo- 
retical contributions of Upton, Jomini, Mahan, Clausewitz, Mitchell and Eisenhower. Draw- 
ing on published statements of today's political and military leaders, he tries tc assess 
prevailing views, and the conflicts in top brass. One conclusion he reaches, in criticism 
of the more conservative leaders, is that had America allowed South Korea to be overrun 
and then used mass air power to rain destruction on the enemy's centers of power, the con- 
sequences would not have equalled the disastrous losses sustained after the decision to 
wage war on the mainland. He describes American military power as divided, but informed 
and perfected to the highest degree. Deplioring the pseudo-moral notions which confine 
knowledge of military science to a few, and seeking to give this science the dignity and 
cultural value now denied it, General Smith waxes eloquent in a way that will deter rather 
than attract readers. A limited but in its realm an effective introduction to the subject. 


i Macmillan 
GOOD AND BAD TASTE 4/7) $3-75 


An illustrated handbook to esthetic principles that govern our tastes in "things" 
today, and why they do s® govern, combines scholarly and sprightly qualities as it wends 
its way through the maze of criteria, from functional to metaphysical, that have determined 
the shapes of our houses, of our chairs, of the wrench with which we fix the car. The prob- 
lems Mr. Brochmann (a Norwegian whose work has. been well translated here) tackles are the 
knotty ones of form and style and beauty. Their definition is never easy or final, but 
each one of the chapters successively brings a reader a little further along towards under- 
standing the principles involved so that in the long run his own pleasure in the regulation 
of his surroundings will be the greater. Marginal drawings - also by. the author- are apt 
illustrations of the differences between old and new forms, the practical and the imprac- 
tical, order and confusion. 


Hood, Mary V. 


Brochmann, Odd 


| Macmillan 
OUTDOOR HAZARDS, REAL AND FANCIED ‘| 4-43 $3.95 


For campers and hunters, this should be a useful guide to the ways. of the wild 
for it covers all possible out-of-door dangers, discomforts and risks the country over. 
Working from the animals, to birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects, sea life, and plants, 
this gives the possibility of being harmed by them, what to do about it - and how to avoid 
it; it goes on to camping and nature, planning and preparing for first time campers, cloth- 
ing, equipment, sites in forest or desert, woodlore, getting lost, storms and precautions 
of all kinds. Then there are the activity risks; the common dangers and discomforts; the 
manners obligatory to outdoor living; and the summation that man is his own worst enemy - 
through ignorance, stupidity or carelessness. A most helpful book for teachers and 
leaders of outdoor groups, for the camping library, for the allaying of fear while alert- 
ing to possibilities of real trouble. Illustrated with drawings by Don Perceval which 
can be used for identification purposes. 


May” 19 


Melville, John 3 Dougleday 
GUIDE TO CALIFORNIA WINES | $3.95 2 


By types and by district, here is about as complete a survey of California wines 
and growers as anyone could wish for, and it may do its bit towards turning a few fancies 
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to domestic rather than imported wines. In part one of the book, wines are classified 
as to table, sparkling, aperitif and fruit and within each division distinctions are 
made between red, white, rose and whether or not the wines are generic or varietal. 
Part two is devoted to a complete listing of growers, by region and district- their 
individual histories and how they cultivate their best vintages. Mr.Melville's style 
is heavy handed, but clear- as a good red Napa or Cucamonga- and it conveys a wealth of 
information that should appeal to connoisseurs with time to learn more about native 


wines. (LC: 55-7662) 


May 15 mp iN) add 
/ y 
Pippett, Aileen Little, Brown 

THE MOTH AND THE STAR: A BIOGRAPHY OF VIRGINIA WOOLF $5.00 


* A fine biography of Virginia Woolf, devoted and evocative, explores the 
green fields of her growing, slips down the garden path to her writing studio, traces 
her way along seacoast and city street, among acquaintances and intimates. As in life 
the portrait is cumulative - we come to know the Stephens family, the"Bloomsberries" 
(whose banner the author upholds, disclaiming withdrawal or hauteur on their part, 
nevertheless noting their tests on would-be intimates); we walk through Kensington 
Garden or visit Monks House; we follow the ecstasies and miseries of a sensitive 
mystic who illuminated the literary scene with her vision. The biographer beautifully 
incorporates Mrs. Woolf's life with her work in a revealing commentary on the books 
in terms of it. Her sources are essentially, one gathers, from the written world - 
the books themselves, A Writer's Diary, the correspondence with Mrs. Woolf's beloved 
novelist friend, Victoria Sackville-West, who shared the personality of Orlando with her 
ancestors. The impact of relatives and friends, of the external world (of which the 
Hogarth Press was no minor undertaking) which fascinated, irritated, and finally over- 
whelmed her, is revealed. And her impact is considered - on her public which swelled 
to its height with The Years, on the friends who admired and adored. One senses the 
wealth of the Woolf marriage, its happiness and rightness, through telling glimpses 
rather fhan full sharing:- there is a privacy here. A book of seeking which extends 
beyond facts to their roots and their flowering. 


May 20 31 


Gatti, Carlo Putnam ee 
VERDI: The Man and-his Music $7e50 |, 
A Life in Music 


This biography of Verdi written by the Italian music critic Carlo Gatti 
appeared in Italy in 1939; it is now presented in an English translation on the heels 
of Ybarra's Verdi! Miracle Man of Opera (reviewed on p. 111, February 1, 1955 issue). 
Covering the same ground for the most part in the long full life of the composer, it 
is an authoritative account which includes the relations of Verdi to the realm of 
music, the circle of statesmanship and the private domain. There is perhaps a fuller 
account of his tutelage under Lavigna in Milan, of his friendship and break with Mariani, 
of the music world; there is recognition of, rather than stress on, his admiration for 
Manzoni, for Shakespearean drama. There is accounting too of the relations with other 
composers - Donizetti, Rossini - and of the threat Wagner's music raised for a period. 
Gatti covers Verdi's output too. The difference in the books is almost a matter of 
emphasis or tone - while each,details the life, Gatti's work is direct and stern, 
Ybarra's tending to sentiment and stress. Translated by Elisabeth Abbott. (1C:55-5776) 
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May 23 
Little, Brown 


Shirer, William L. 
THE CHALLENGE OF SCANDINAVIA $5.00 
Some years ago Marauis Childs' The Middle Wayfascinated the American reading 

public with the program then getting under way in Sweden. Now William Shirer has perform- 
ed signal service in bringing us up to date, not only on Sweden, but on Norway, Denmark, 
Finland. In the interim World War II has devastated three out of the four- so the record 
is one of "Operation Bootstrap"- Scandinavian style. He has sketched in the background 
historically, politically, socially; he has recorded the war record; he has analyzed the 
state of mind; he has given us the picture of what has been achieved, what the current 
progress, what the goals. It would be captious to complain that in so doing he has re- 
mained almost coldly impersonal, objective. What is said of the character of country 


and people is by way of interpreting their performance- not giving a word picture. What 
he has set out to do- present the "challenge" he has done- admirably. (LC: 55-7466) 


Fine, Benjamin World 
1,000,000 DELINQUENTS $4.00 

The outcome of a yearlong study made by the Education Editor of the New York 
Times after he had attended a National Education Association convention at which Herbert 
Brownell stated that. within the coming year, 1,000,000 boys and girls would be picked up 
by the police. This is a combination of fact with feeling that can provide fuel for 
public action. Mr. Fine gathered his material through questionnaires, from interviews 
with 1500 children, from visits to courts, training schools, and talks with peopie in the 
field. He seeks the causes of delinquency, the nature of this disease which has reached 
epidemic proportions, and looksshead to the cure. He tells what is being done and what 
has to be tried in the effort to stem the course of delinquency. The children who do a 
good deal of the talking in this book reveal more than their deeds and attitudes. The 
influence of the home, slums and gangs; the place of community, police, courts are spot- 
lighted. The recurring theme is the child's feeling of rejection in the home situation. 
Complimented with statistics, this is of special value in going directly to the boys them- 
selves, and linking the information they give with the external situation. 


May 25 


Harper 


Rosen, Milton W. 
THE VIKING ROCKET STORY 3 $3-75 

An unofficial report from official sources (the author is Chief of the Rocket 
Development of the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington) on Rocket Viking 10, designed 
to explore the upper atmosphere. The record runs the gamut of interest to the layman. He 
carries his adventure tale from the crude pioneering of Goddard in 1926 through Germany's 
V-I and V-2 weapons, and into the hush-hush experimentation of the post-war years, climax- 
ed by the first nine Vikings, the abortive first trial of Vikirngl0O, and its reconstruction 
and triumphant ascent at White Sands, New Mexico, last year. Steering clear of technolo- 
gical details, Mr. Rosen makes obvious the design problems to be overcome, the materials 
and techniques which made construction of the rocket possible, the obstacles in trans- 
portation and reassembly, the precautions and engineering feats involved in building site, 
the instruments and teamwork for the takeoff, control, and assembling of information. The 
individuals, theoreticians and ground crew alike, who figured in the picture, are brought 
naturally and convincingly into the narrative. Even the most difficult mechanical in- 
tricacies are presented with the immediate readability of first class journalism. The 
style is dexterous, skillful, creating genuine suspense. Deserves and should receive 
wide acclaim. And there's a big plus sale among junior enthusiasts. (LC: 55-6592) 
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May 26 






























Lawrence, Joe Jr. & Funk & Wagnalls 
Bruckner, Roger W. THE CAVES BEYOND $4.75 


* A darn good yarn for adventure lovers, this record of the Floyd Collins 
Crystal Cave Exploration, the descent made in 1954 by a 64-man and woman team is among 
the most complex and arduous performances in speleology. The Crystal Cave is a popular 
tourist spot in central Kentucky, and valued for scientific research. But this expedi- 
tion, described step by tortuous step, in comparison to previous stories, suggests 
the proportions of the Hillary and Tenzing achievement on Everest. The actual time 
spent underground, some 93 hours for the 50 caves, and reaching one individual maximum 
of 1S days, has no parallel in the field. The team included experts in geology, 
biology, communications, logistics; it had its staff of physicians, nurses, photo- 
graphers and cooks. The published account covers problems of supply, laying of tele- 
phone lines, psychological cramps and health hazards, and above all the movement of 
men and material through the weird, chill, sodden, stalactite-hung bowels of Crystal 
Cave. Interspersing snatches of telephone conversation and other recorded exchanges 
gives the book a quality of shared experience, in a spontaneous way. There are- for 
the scientific mind, notes, maps, charts- and for the armchair explorer, photographs 
and a gripping text. 75 photographs, 15 maps and charts. (LC: 55-7590) 


May (late) 


Cleugh, Wilson 0. - 4d. : University of Minnesota Press 
OUR LONG HERITAGE $4.50 


To offset too great an emphasis on the importance of the frontier in American 
development Professor Clough, of the University of Wyoming, has selected readings from 
the books our founding fathers read and studied and has provided a work book which 
traces the origins of the American tradition of liberty, and those arguments which 
fostered the feeling for independence. Pages from the Greeks and Romans, from the 
l7th century British political thought, from the radical continental writers, the 
18th century British and American political. documents, are individually introduced, 
with notations as to their place in the whole picture and their impact on the central 
issues evolving. As a collection this underlines the intellectual sturdiness of the 
men whose thinking influenced the new nation and who were, in turn, influenced by the 
books on their library shelves; it underlines too the living persistence of stimulat- 
ing thinking, political, religious, philosophical, etc., and its effect to the point 
of upholding arguments for separation from the Old World. Excellent for study and 
reference, this should have its place as a background book. Appendix and bibliography. 


Two Late Comers You Might Have Missed 


Munch, Charles Oxford 
I AM A CONDUCTOR $2.75 





In a fine little volume, beautiful for its explicitness in dealing with the 
elements of an art and for its evocation of the spirit of that art, Charles Munch 
addresses those who wish to serve music as conductor. For conducting is a priesthood, 
not merely a profession, and to it one must bring absolute dedication. The story of 
Munch's own preparation and glorious career weaves naturally through the expression 
of his persuasion, as he relates the qualities a conductor must have, the techniques 
he must gain. The apprenticeship, programming, analyzing the score, rehearsing, the 
concert, the relation of conductor to composer, to audience, to orchestral musicians 
(his instrument is the symphony orchestra) - this is the stuff or the art which Mr. 
Munch approaches in the clarity of his vision. And with the candor of his dedication, 
always in evidence, he points to the hard path like a prophet for those aspiring to 
serve. An introduction by Leonard Burkat (who has translated the book from the French) 
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marks the career and qualities of the man and musician who presently stands at the helm 
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. This will appeal to all serious music lovers as well 
es practitioners of the art, for it is an hors d'oeuvreby a chef d'orchestre. (3/31. E) 


LC: 55-7675) 


Bischof, Werner Simon & Schuster 
JAPAN $10.00 


* The collection of photographs made by Werner Bischof before his untimely death 
in the Peruvian Andes last year forms a striking interpretation of the eastern culture 
and a culminating point in his work as an artist. Divided into three sections, the photo- 
graphs depict old and new aspects of Japan and the traditions of the Kabuki and No theatre. 
There is a thoughtful introduction to the whole by Robert Guillain whose remarks on cul- 
tural history serve as a point of referemce for the pictures. Each of the photographs in 
turn is specifically captioned in the sectional notes, but as one reads, and looks, there 
is an increasing awareness of the pictures as sole story tellers, or beautiful, individu- 
ally expressive designs, and that they stand alone as art and history, in themselves. 
Perhaps this kind of book is the best illustration of photography's function as a prac- 
tical and an esthetic medium. At any rate it is one to afford hours of pleasure. Some 
of the pictures will be familiar to Life readers and to those who have seen The Family 
of Man exhibit at Néw York's Museum of Modern Art. The fine reproductions in the book 
were done in Zurich, (March) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


826 Mahoney, Tom- THE GREAT MERCHANTS- from 2/2 to 3/30 (Harper) 
59 de Santillana, G.- THE CRIME OF GALILEO- postponed to 4/15 (University of Chicago ) e 


60 Edel, Leon- THE PSYCHOLOGICAL NOVEL- from 3/16 to 4/6 (Lippincott) 

60 Naguib, M.- EGYPT'S DESTINY- from 3/24 to 4/7 (Doubleday) 

61 Swiggett, H.- THE FORGOTTEN LEADERS OF THE REVOLUTION- from 3/24 to 4/7 (Doubleday) 
63. MacDonald, Betty- ONIONS IN THE STEW- definite date 5/16 (Lippincott) 

76(J)Mason, Miriam- MISS POSY LONGLEGS- from 3/22 to 3/29 (Macmillan): 

88(J)Rein, H.- FEW ARE LEFT- correct price $3.50 (John Day) 

93 Hutchins, Maude- THE MEMOIRS OF MAISIE- postponed to 4/15 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
97 Whitney, P.A.- THE QUICKSILVER POOL- postponed to 4/4 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
101 Chang, E.- THE RICE SPROUT SONG- definite date 4/4 (Scribner) 
118 Tracy, Marian- THE PEASANT COOK BOOK- from 5/2 to 6/6 (Hanover House) 
123 Bates, M.- THE PREVALENCE OF PEOPLE- definite date 4/6- definite price $3.95 (Scribner) 
133(J)Paton, Alan- THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA- from 3/16 to 5/18 (Lippincott) 
140 Cookson, Catherine- A GRAND MAN- from 4/5 to 4/12 (Macmillan) | 
140 Krepps, Robert- TELL IT ON THE DRUMS- from 3/27 to 4/19 (Macmillan) 
143 Prescott, H.F.M.- THE UNHURRYING CHASE- issued originally in this country by 

Dodd, Mead in 1925 (Macmillan) 

144 Sheldon, Walt- THE HIGH CRIMES- from 4/20 to 6/1 (Lippincott) 

146 Charteris, Leslie- THE SAINT ON THE SPANISH MAIN- from 4/7 to 4/21 (Doubleday) 
152 Coffin, R.P.T.- SELECTED POEMS- from 4/12 to 6/7 (Macmillan) 
154 Dustan, Alice- LANDSCAPING YOUR HOME- from 4/19 to 5/10 (Macmillan) 

157 Wishik, SeM.- FEEDING YOUR CHILD- from 4/21 to 5/5 (Doubleday) | 
165(R)Niebuhr, R.- THE SELF AND DRAMAS OF HISTORY- definite date 4/5 (Scribner) 
176(J)Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABQUT SNAKES- postponed to fall (Garden City) 
185 Miller, H.T.- APRIL TO REMEMBER= definite date 4/29 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 

187 Bassett, S.W.- TO EACH HIS DREAMe price from $2.75 to $2.95 (Doubleday) 
189 Groseclose, Elgin- THE CARMELITE- from 5/10 to 5/25 (Macmillan) _ 
191 Brown, F.- SHE WENCH IS DEAD-- definite date 5/2 (Dutton) 

196 Waters, E,W.- VICTOR HERBERT- from 4/18 to 5/9 (Macmillan) 

198 Landis, P»H.- UNDERSTANDING TEEN-AGERS- from 4/28 to 4/15 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
199 Holbein Art Books- from 4/? to 5/17 (Macmillan) 






































BULLETIN from 


Virginia Ritkas’ Service va 317 West 4th Street 


Vol. XXIII March 15, 1955 No. 6 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 


Note:— With Easter coming April toth,. the focus on religious books, particularly 
those appropriate to Lenten reading and Easter giving, should be given special 
prominence. The available remaining Spring publications in the field are covered 
here, and many of them have. value for year round selling, so use your Lenten promo- 
tion to build interest in year round reading of baoks on many facets of religion. 


Bosley, Harold A. oe Abingdon 
WHAT DID THE WORLD COUNCIL SAY TO YOU? $2.00 


No event in the history of the Churches. of America has had more publicity 
than the meeting of The World Council. of Churches at. Evanston in August, 1954. However, 
the reporters covering the Assembly naturally were on the look-out for sensational 
news and, as a consequence, the side issues received more attention in the newspapers 
than the solid work done by the delegates. Furthermore, the reports adopted and the 
messages formulated were necessarily: compressed and somewhat technical and therefore 
gave the impression of dry-as-dust ecclesiastical pronouncements. As a consequence 
the average laynan and many pastors have not fully realized the tremendous importance 
of their documents. Dr. Bosley, the host pastor to the Assembly and an official 
delegate, has provided a lucid guide through the maze of resolutions and documents com- 
prising the official reports. As a pastor, Dr. Bosely has written this book for 
people in the pew and thereby he has rendered to the Protestant Churches of America 
invaluable service. Every pastor who wants to have his people know what this sig-- 
nificant gathering had to say to the church people of America should have this book 
and use it. Dr. Bosley makes dry bones come to life. (3/15. IC: 55-5737) 


Buttrick, George A. Ed. with others Abingdon 
$8.75 


THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE: Vol. IV= Psalms and Proverbs 


* This, the eighth volume of THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE to be published, un- 
doubtedly will be one of the most highly prized of the twelve volumes, dealing as 
it does with two of the best loved books of the Bible - Psalms and Proverbs, It is 
safe to say too that none of the volumes will be more frequently turned to for refer- 
ence and inspiration. The seven scholars and preachers responsible for the exegesis 
and exposition of these two Biblical classics are perhaps not as well known as the 
contributors to some of the other volumes, but theirs is a magnificent piece of work. 
Three of the contributors are Canadians, one is British and three Americans. One can 
detect a difference in style.and in approach to the study of Scripture between the 
Americans and their fellow contributors from the English speaking world, and some 
American readers may feel more at home with their compatriots. But there is lyrical 
quality in the writing of the Canadian and British contributors which is particularly 
fitting in an examination of the Book of Psalms, The contributors include Professor 
W. Stewart McCullough of the University of Toronto (Introduction to Psalms);the 
late Professor William R. Taylor also of the University of Toronto (Exegesis of the 
Psalms - completed after his death by Professor McCullough): the late Dr. J. R. P. 
Sclater, minister of St. Andrew's Church, Toronto (exposition of Psalms 1-41): Dr. 
Edwin McNeill Poteat, pastor of the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, N. C. 


e355" 
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(exposition of Psalms 42-89); Dr. Frank H. Ballard, minister emeritus of the Hampstead 
Garden Free Church, London (exposition of Psalms 90-150); Professor Charles T. Fritsch, 
of Princeton Theological Seminary (Introduction and Exegesis of Proverbs) and Dr. Rolland 
W. Schloerb, pastor of Hyde Park Baptist Church, Chicago, (exposition of Proverbs). It 


is seldom that a series of Biblical studies has become so quickly recognized as an in- 


dispensable tool to a minister's library as The Interpreter’'s Bible. 
a volume no clergymen or other Bible students can afford to miss. (Publ. 


This certainly is 
LC: 51-12276) 


Abingdon 


Corson, Fred Pierce 
THE CHRISTIAN IMPRINT $2.50 
Bishop Corson of the Methodist Church has written a clear and forthright exposi- 
tion of his views on Christian education. Believing that the ills which plague our century 
are spiritual in nature, he proposes as the remedy "the Christian way of life, applied, 
developed and maintained through Christian education". In developing this theme he has 
much to say as to the qualifications and preparation of the Christian teacher, the content 
of Christian teaching and the goals of Christian education. Originally delivered as 
lectures to a theological seminary Bishop Corson's development of the subject is worthy 


of a wider audience. (5/9. LC: 55-6761) 


Abingdon 


Crowe, Charles M. | 
THE YEARS OF OUR LORD $2.50 


The pastor of the Methodist Church of Wilmette in suburban Chicago is one whose 
messages are heard and read gladly. Each yar over 500,000 men and women read his Lenten 
devotional booklet, The Sanctuary. This volume co~tains a series of seventeen sermons on 
the life of Christ, beginning with the Nativity and carrying on through the Resurrection. 
They are live sermons made vivid and appealing by a wealth of illustrations. (4/11. 


IC: 55-5398) 


Abingdon 


Fishbach, Julius 
CHILDREN'S SERMONS IN STORIES $2.00 


Preachers who include a sermon to the children as a part of the worship 
service are always on the lookout for material that will give them ideas, illustrations 
or stories for their use. Accordingly, there is always a market for published children's 
sermons- sometimes a very good market. This volume contains thirty-one such sermonettes, 
all centering around a story. As they have been used by the writer in the The First 
Baptist Church of Kalamazoo, Mich., they have stood the test of experience. The 
preacher is never left in doubt as to whether he has the attention of an audience of 
children. Adults may appear to be listening even when their thoughts are of far-off 
things. Children-never. Although there is more moralizing in these stories than some 
would care for, one can imagine that the children who originally heard them, listened- and 


that, after all, is the supreme test. (5/9. IC: 55-6762) 
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Howse, Ernest Marshall Abingdon 
SPIRITUAL VALUES IN SHAKESPEARE $2.50 


This is a very careful and appealing re-examination of eight of Shakespeare's 
plays with the spot-light thrown on their spiritual values. This is no effort to find 
passages which may be quoted by a preacher to illustrate this or that spiritual truth. 
Nor does the author endeavor to transform Shakespeare into a moralizer. While a clergy- 
man, the author's purpose is broader and deeper - namely, to disclose how the eternal 
principles which underly true religion are high-lighted by the characters and plots of 
the great dramatist. The plays thus studied are Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, 
Richard III, Julius Caesar, The Merchant of Venice, and The Tempest. The religious 
values are found in the kinds of choices that are presented, the quality of insight 
that is revealed and the stature of life that is portrayed. Shakespeare does proceed 
in his dramatization on the assumptions that individuals matter, that they are re- 
sponsible and that we live in a moral order. Nowhere, however, does Shakespeare re- 
veal any belief that human beings are redeemable. An interesting book for devotees 
of Shakespeare and for ministers interested in illustrating their sermons from the 
classics. (4/11. LC: 55-6074) 


Knox, John Abingdon. 
THE EARLY CHURCH AND THE COMING GREAT CHURCH $2.50 


This is a scholarly and very enlightening discussion of the whole problem 
of church unity. Professor Knox detects a tendency to believe that the present un- 
happy divisions within Christendom would all be done away with if we could but return 
to the unity of New Testament times. Accordingly he is at great pains to point out 
that there were many diversities and divisions in the early church and that the 
church unity of the future cannot accept as its pattern the church as portrayed in 
the New Testament. Rather it must seek out certain broad principles and general 
characteristics of the early church and attempt to embody them in the ecumenical 
church of tomorrow. It is along the line of a shared life and a common faith rather 
than in organic structure that Professor Knox sees progress being made in the years 
ahead. (4/12. LC: 55-6765) 


Stafford, Thomas A. Abingdon 
WITHIN THE CHANCEL $2.00 


As thousands of new Protestant churches are being built and thousands more 
remodeled there are ministers and lay members of building committees who are strug- 
gling with the artistic and practical aspects of church architecture. This book is 
designed as a helpful guide in maturing such plans particularly as they affect the 
chancel. The author is committed to the idea of a divided type of chancel with a 
central altar and communion table. He writes therefore as one who would have such 
a, plan for the chancel serves the interests of beauty, worship and practicality. It 
is a simple manual dealing briefly with such matters as the chancel, the altar, sym- 
bolic lights, monograms and symbols, stained glass and flags. A good guide for those 
who need it. (4/11. IC: 55-6766) 


Wallace, Archer Abingdon 
IN GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE $2.00 


The short messages contained in this book are designed to bring comfort and 
assurance to those bereaved. Clergymen who are so often called upon to stand by sor- 
rowing members of a family group and find that words of comfort do not come easily 
will find suggestions here that may be helpful. Many of them deal with our Christian 
faith in immortality. Others point to the resources of our Christian faith for cour- 
age, faith, strength and hope when death enters the home. Primarily for ministers. 
(4/11. LC: 55-6767) 








Religious Books March 15, 1955 


Abingdon 


Webb, Lance 
CONQUERING THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS $3.00 

The treatment given by this Methodist minister to the subject of Sin and to the 
specific sins known as the seven deadly sins is helpful and searching. The traditional 
Protestant doctrinal position is maintained, but re-stated in terms applicable to every- 
day living in the modern world. After a general chapter on Sin, Dr. Webb deals with each 
of the deadly ones in turn and for each suggests an antidote. Thus pride is to be trans- 
formed into humility; envy and jealousy into affirmative love; anger and intolerance into 
patience and magnanimity; dejection into vital concern; avarice into creative joy; lust and 
gluttony into timed living; anxiety and worry into productive peace or serenity with con- 
cern. A helpful presentation if not startlingly fresh. (5/9. LC: 55-6768) 


Ives, Hilda Bond Wheelwright- Portland, Me. 
ALL TN ONE DAY: &xperiences and Insights | $2.75 


In the Protestant circles of Maine Hilda Ives is a name to conjure with. For 
she has been a pioneer in the larger Parish movement in that predominately rural state. 
largely through her efforts many weak struggling churches have taken on new life because 
they have been linked up in a parish with other churches in adjoining towns. This is 
the life story of Hilda Ives related in a highly personalized account of her experiences 
as a child in Maine and at Miss Masters' School at Dobbs Ferry. It tells: of her marriage 
and early widowhood, her decision to engage in missionary work, her struggles in her first 
parishes and her later broader service, including a trip to Palestine and India and a 
period of service in post-war Germany. There is revealed a broad-gauged, earnest Christ- 
lan woman with an individualizing eye. Will be of regional interest primarily. (5/20) 


(Lc: 55-6768) 


Bruce 


Maynard, Theodore 

BLOODY MARY $3.75 
Theodore Maynard in his very readable biographies latterly seems intent on re- 

writing English history from the Catholic point of view. How far he is able and willing 

to pursue this course is revealed in this biographical sketch of Queen Mary to which he 

ironically gives the title BLOODY MARY. The nature of Maynard's interpretation of this 

controversial figure in English history can be discerned from a few quotations. Mary 

"was not only an exceptionally good woman, but beyond all comparison thesaintliest woman 

who reigned over her country" --- “Nobody could be less of an autocrat” -- “She had no 

wish to force her religiousideas on the nation" "She made ghastly errors" (the persecution 

of Protestants and her marriage to Prince Philip of Spain). "But these were offset by 

her nobility, honest and unaffected piety”. Maynard contends that she was forced into 

the burning of heretics by the propaganda of Protestant exiles and the temper of the times. 

He has much to say about Fox's Book of the Martyrs which he contends gives a grossly 

exaggerated picture of the events of Mary's reign. Maynard is certainly reversing the 

verdict of history on this particular monarch. But many of those who cannot accept his 

historical judgment as objective will still find this an engaging if surprising biography. 


(April. LC: 55-7865) 7 


Special Note:- The report following has been included for a specific reason. 
We regret that a misstatement as to the book in question, THE MIND OF PIUS XII, may have 
Left an unfortunate impression. Dr. Pollock, far from having thrown the material hastily 
together, as indicated in the report P. 162, has been working on his sources for several 
years, and the finished book confirms this in its statement of sources. We asked an 
eminent layman on the staff at Fordham to review the book for us, and this provides- 
we hope- a chance for second thoughts. | 
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Pollock, Robert C. Crown 
THE MIND OF PIUS XII $3.50 





































An anthology composed of excerpts selected from the writings and discourses 
of Pope Pius XII, this book is directed primarily to those who may not read the Pope's 
exhortations in full. It contains the essential thoughts of the Holy Father on timely 
and vital subjects of a religious and secular nature. Topically arranged and sub- 
divided, prefaced by comments that succinctly and interestingly point up their sig- 
nificance, the collected excerpts cover the material of the following table of con- 
texts: Growth and Development, The Complete Man, The Social Question, The Modern State, 
Democracy, The World of Labor, International Community, Cultural Diversity, Peace, 
Science, Technology, Medicine, Psychotherapy, Modern Education, Modern Woman, Mis- 
cellaneous Subjects. A scholarly, complete listing of sources and a selective biblio- 
graphy of documents and general works of excellence on the themes of the anthology are 
appended. As selected from a sizeable amount of varied material, the excerpts serve 
well the editor's aims by being brief, carefully balanced one against another and 
ordered in logical sequence to good psychological effect. Designedly the mind of the 
Pope emerges from them as one whose religious outlook itself requires an organic 
fusion of religious values with a positive, up-to-date, all-embracing and progressive, 
yet classical humanism. Through the editor's focus, the Christian humanism of the Pope's 
views is highlighted in paradoxical opposition to religious pessimism and naturalistic 
optimism in the face of today's humanistic crisis. With religious bodies everywhere 
sponsoring religion-and-life movements, this book makes readily accessible accurate 
information about the attitude of the Catholic Church toward secular development in the 
modern world in the inspiring words of its highest living authority. As the editor 
rightly anticipates, the total assemblage of material in this work should be partic- 
ularly useful to editors, teachers, writers and others in similar professions. — 


Foley, Albert S. S. J. Farrar, Straus 
GOD'S MEN OF COLOR $4.50 


It is just one hundred years since the first colored priest in the American 
. Catholic Church was ordained. This was James Healy, later to become a Bishop (See Boa 
Bishop Healy: Beloved Outcast, Farrar, Straus, 1954 for his biography). Since that at 
time 72 colored men have been ordained as priests in the Catholic Church. They have 
served as pastors, missionaries, teachers and as members of one or another of the 
monastic orders. This book tells the story of the life and work of many of them. It 
is a record of devoted and often heroic service rendered in the face of great diffi- 
culties and often heart-sickening persecution. Archbishop Cushing in his foreword and 
Father Foley in his account of the work of these ardent servants of God reveal how far 
the Catholic Church has gone in dispelling race prejudice within its own adherents. 
This does much to explain why the Catholic Church in America is making so many con- 
verts among the naturally Protestant Negroes. They are accepted as God's children. 
There is no segregation at the mass. Of interest to all concerned with better race 
relations in America as well as to Catholic readers. (3/21. ILC: 55-6683) 


Gordis, Robert Farrar, Straus 
A LIVING JUDAISM FOR THE MODERN AGE $4.50 - 


* Three hundred years ago, in September, 1654 to be exact, the American Jewish 
community came into being with the arrival in New York of a group of refugee Portuguese 
Jews. The appearance of this book is therefore timely, but its timeliness is matched 
by its importance and its interest. It is natural that those who compose the largest 
and most significant Jewish group in the world should use this anniversary as an 
occasion to take stock of their position and to chart their course for the future. 

But, in view of the important role being played in our national life by the Jewish 
people, all Americans of whatever faith will find this book not only informative but 
fascinating reading. The author goes into the history of Judaism quite extensively, 
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but only to clarify the situation in which the Jewish people of America find lenacivan. 
He is careful to meke it clear thet it is not ‘a religion,. nor a nation, nor: a-race that 
we are dealing with but ea people with a common. cultural: heritage and a shared point of 
view. Nevertheless Gordis emphasizes the fact-that the future of the: Jews is.wrapped 
up in their religion, however modernized and adapted to American conditions. This re- 
ligion concerns itself not so much with creeds: as with religious. practices and ethical 
stendards, but is nevertheless vital to the preservation of Judaism. in America ‘as else- 
where. An unusually valuable book on a subject not often dealt with as extensively and 


as trenchantly. (4/15. LC: 55- Taub): 


Farrar, Straus 


Pitt, James 
$3.00 


ADVENTURES IN BROTHERHOOD — 


This is really the life story of the twenty-five year old National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. And it is ’an.interesting and heartening story indeed, for it 
reveals that real progress has been. made in this country ‘in the direction. of. mutual 
understanding between the adherents | of our. major faiths: Protestants, ‘Catholics: and Jews. 
Not a little credit for this progress rightfully belongs to this organization which has 
so persistently labored to make brotherhood a. reality in, this country. The various 
techniques utilized as described in detail -- the good will tours of a Jewish’ Rabbi, 
Catholic priest and Protestant minister, the establishment and growth of the Religious 
News Service, the development of the seminar and conference method.as a.part of the pro- 
cess of educating our people in brotherhood. and now the steps taken in: the ; direction. of 
World Brotherhood, While leading personalities of the three faiths: have. "oeen prominent 
and influential in the movement, it is apparent to all who know of the work of this organ- 
ization and it is clear in the reading of the book that the personality and: leadership 
ability of Dr. Everett R. Clinchy have been a decisive factor ‘in ‘its success. The book _ 


smacks somewhat of the professional promoter, but the writer does have something signi- 
ficant to promote. (3/21. LC: 55-7213) : . 


Henover House-Garden City 


Kopplin, Dorothea S. : 
SCRIPTURE TO LIVE BY . $2.50 
This was a labor of love on the part of the author, who had planned the book 
for her grandchildren with the thought in mind to place in their hands in a compact and 
ordered form the messages of the Bible that meant most to her. The book consists of 
selections from Scripture arranged ‘under’ such‘ headings as God, Wisdom from ‘Ancient Days, 
the Birth of Christ, the Miracles, Truths to Live By, A Guide for Family Living, Eternal 
life, the Crucifixion, and so on. Brief interpretative paragraphs are interspersed, but 
in the main the selections carry their own message. One can be grateful Mrs. Kopplin 


decided to share this with others. (4/25. LC: 55- 7023) 
Ferre, Nels F.S. | Harper 
MAKING RELIGION REAL ren a oS $2. 00 

Nels Ferre, now Proféssor of Philosophical Theology at the Vanderbilt. Univer- 
sity School of Religion, has:the rare gift of making religion real to his readers and — 
his audiences. ‘One of. our leading theologians, ' he has a way of speaking. directly to our 
condition and without watering. down in the least the intellectual content of his message. 
In this book he has gathered together the substance of lectures: delivered at. various con- 
ferences with the purpose of ‘corivincing those for whom-God is not ‘real, and’ ‘religion a 
ing any real power that there is an: adequate faith and that it is general’ available. TF 
eight trenchantly written chapters he demonstrates. how: religion may: pe made real api 
thinking, through reading, (this ‘is. a particularly stimulating: chapter), ‘through prayer, 


through worship, through the. family,° through friendship, through giving and through 
suffering. This is.a personal testimony of ret power and charm. ‘Ch/27- ie: 55-6784 ) 
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Hildebrand, Kenneth Harper 
| ACHIEVING REAL HAPPINESS $3.00 


The pastor of the Central Church of Chicago has a definite kind of audience 
in mind as he writes. He directs his message to the modern, urbane, competent and 
successful individuals in American Society and their problems - a sense of dissatis- 
faction, a lack of inner security, a feeling of emptiness and frustration, or anxiety. 
He writes for those who are not as happy as they think they should be. And so he 
tells of the nature of true happiness, the relation between faith and happiness, the 
art of living with other people, managing our moods, overcoming. our anxieties and 
dealing with trouble. The language is not that of the conventional preacher - but 
there is real religion here nevertheless. Nor does this preacher make the mistake 
of identifying happiness with the possession of things or with the achievement of 
worldly success. Replete with effective illustrations pertinent to the life of today, 
this is a good book to recommend to wistful pagans. Preachers and other public 
speakers will find here a store of ammunition for their own broadsides. (4/2h. 


Le: 55-6786) 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott Harper 
CHALLENGE AND CONFORMITY pl. 75 


* No one is in a better position to appraise the ssatus of Christianity in 
the world today than Professor Latourette of Yale who has made a life-long study of 
world-wide Christianity and has written definitive studies of the history of Christ- 
ian missions. In this slender volume he attempts to paint a vast landscape on a tiny 
canvas. He attempts to.answer such far-reaching questions as these: "To what extent 
is Christianity conforming to varying environments in which it finds itself?" ‘How 
far does it conform to them?" "In conforming to the present world is the Gospel 
message weakened?" "In what ways is the contemporary world being shaped by Christ- 
lanity?" Even confining his considerations to Europe, the United States and the 
Orient this is a large order. But it is filled in e thought-provoking manner. de 
finds Europe to be pretty well de-Christianized, but with the Christian forces, now 
a minority, showing new vitality, especially in theology. In the United States he 
feels the Christian churches are prospering even to the extent of converting an 
appreciable number of the de-Christianized and hereditarily non-Christians. In the 
Orient the picture is a mixed one. In China the Christian cause seems submerged for 
the present at least. In Japan and India Christianity is influential far beyond its 
numerical strength. This is a valuable book. It may seem superficial, but back of 
all the statements made and conclusions formed is one of the best informed minds in 
this country. (5/11. Lc: 55-6787) 


Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli Harper 
3 RECOVERY OF FAITH 92090 


* One of the most brilliant philosophers and statesmen of our day has given us 
a book which deserves wide attention. Writing with a sense of urgency upon him because 
of the critically dangerous situation in which the world finds itself and out of a 
deep conviction that only a world-wide recovery of faith will save us. Dr. Radhakrishnan 
outlines in a clear, forceful and scholarly manner the lines along which, in his judg- 
ment, this recovery must take place. He maintains that we must have a faith that 
transcends that of all living religions, develops the best in each and unites them in 
a universal religion of the spirit in which there will be God-realization emanating in 
a demonstration of true brotherhood end universal social justice. In the course of 
the book the author displays amazing insight into the core of the religions of the 
world- Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Judaism and Christianity- and a profound knowledge 
of the significant religious thinking of the past and of the present. His analysis of the 
theory and practice of communism if particularly penetrating. As Radhakrishnan is 
extremely impatient with rigid. creeds and narrow sectarianism, religionists of whatever 
variety who deem theirs to be the only true religion are not likely to agree with his 
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point of view in its entirety. But what he proposes is by no means a syncretic lowest 
common denominator. On the contrary, the religion for which he pleads is of such depth E .) 


and breadth that it is bound to attract attention if not full agreement. This is Volume 
Iv of the World Perspectives series which aims to bring to bear upon our world problems 
the best of contemporary thought. An outstanding book. (5/11. LC: 55-7219) 


Harper 


Sanderson, Ross W. 
THE CHURCH SERVES THE CHANGING CITY $3.50 


Special Note:- A year ago I reviewed Dr, Miller's own book, in this field, Man and God in 
the City (Friendship Press, see P. 176- 1954). This Lent, his book was selected by 
several denominations as the basis study book for Lent. Now comes the Sanderson book, 
reviewed by ?r. Miller below, and it seems to me that the two should be linked, the 


Sanderson book to be recommended for further study, for the groups that have been using 
Virginia Kirkus) 


Dr. Miller's own book. 


* The Protestant churches are having tough sledding in our American cities 
particularly in those areas where the human need is greatest. All too often, the churches 
have fled from the areas where urban blight has produced bad housing, congestion, poverty, 
disease, delinquency and crime. But this book is written to demonstrate by case histories 
that there are many churches which have deliberately chosen to stand their ground and 
adapt their program to changed and ever changing conditions. It tells of other instances 
where churches, often acting together, have deliberately sought out such areas, believing 
that ministering in the name of Christ involves seeking out the poorest, the lowliest 
and the lost. In preparing such case histories and interpreting them out of his long 
experience in city church work Dr. Sanderson has rendered an invaluable service. It is 


a book which will give guidance to church leaders struggling with the admittedly difficult & 


task of making the church a more vital force in our city life. And it will hearten those 


who are tempted to believe that the American city is losing its soul and that no one cares. 


(4/13. LO: 55-6788) 


Harper 


Trueblood, Elton 
DECIARATION OF FREEDOM $1.50 


* Elton Trueblood is so widely and favorably known in Protestant circles for 
his books and lectures that anything that comes from his pen will receive unusual atten- 
tion. The substance of this book was originally delivered as lectures at Brown University. 
What Trueblood has to say here is so basically important that he deserves a wider audience. 
For he is coming to grips with the ideological warfare between the free world and communism. 
We have to marshal. our weapons if this battle is to be won and our best weapons are found 
in the basic moral and spiritual assumptions of our democracy. In endeavoring to chart a 
positive approach to this problem, Trueblood rests back upon the basic concepts of free- 
dom, equality and responsibility. Freedom to learn, to debate, to worship, to work, to 
live and to serve - these are conceptsthat will win the allegiance of the world if they 
are Clearly and convincingly stated,he declares. A welcome deviation from the hysterical 
fear-hatred that characterizes much of our anti-commnist propaganda. (4/27. LC: 55-6789) 
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Smith, Roy L. Hermitage 
_ WHY I AM A METHODIST $2.75 


* Roy Smith has sometimes been referred to as "Mr. Methodist". As pastor of 
one of the largest churches in that denomination, as editor of the Christian Advocate, 
as world traveler, lecturer and author of more than thirty books he is probably as 
widely known in Methodist circles as any man alive and as universally deemed by others 
to speak with the voice of Methodism. This book reveals why this is so. Born into 

a godly Methodist family, joining a Methodist church at the age of eight, becoming 

a Methodist preacher at the earliest possible age, Roy Smith has found in the Metho- 
dist Church an outlet for his ebullient spirit. He writes in glowing terms of ave 
traditions, its form of government, its interest in missions, its “largest women's 
club in the world", its program for youth, its part in the ecumenical movement. To 
be sure, he realizes that there ‘are unsolved, problems within Methodism, but he is 
confident the Methodists. will solve them. Now "retired", Dr. Smith still writes 
10,000 words a week for publication, ‘gives 300 talks a year and travels 30,000 miles 
enual ty. He writes breezily, ° interestingly | and confidently. "If I had another 

life to give, I would give it to the: Methodist Church" ‘are his concluding words.(4/15) 


de Jaegher, Paul, SJ. 2 Kenedy 
THE VIRTUE OF LOVE $3.00 
D.B. These meditations ‘are designed for Catholic readers who are prepared to 


enter into periods of contemplation of some of the deeper aspects of the Christian 
faith. They are so planned as to be a useful guide on a retreat or for private 
devotions. Father de Jaegher. writes beautifully and makes good use of the illustra- 
tive material available in the Gospels and-in the lives of the saints. He states 
that his aim is "to inflame souls: ‘with ‘the fire of divine love and to show them the 
path that leads to the summit of the mountain of love; to pure, unitive, perfect 
love,” By "unitive love" the author means a mystical union with God and with Christ. 
For Catholic readers only. Imprimatur. (4/14. LC: 55-6518) 


Donohue, John, S.J. Kenedy 
_ CHRISTIAN MATURITY $3.50 


We are given here a very thoughtful book dealing with the bearing of the 
Christien faith upon the problems that are troubling modern man. Assuming, as 4 
starting point, the validity of the great affirmations of the Christian faith, Father 
Donohue proceeds to show how: the realities of faith render life meaningful, content 
us in this vast and complex universe and point the way to a full flowering of man’s 
finest potentialities. In successive chapters he deals with our faith in God, in 
Christ and in the Church; outlines how Christian maturity may be. achieved and treats 


.of the ever-recurring problems,of sin, sorrow, pain and death. The author is 4 


Catholic and he has in mind primarily Catholic readers, although he expresses the 
hope that non-Catholics will find the book pertinent to their problems. The illus- 
trations, allusions and quotations show. Father Donohue to be a man of wide reading 
with an intimate acquaintance with modern trends of thought. Also he writes suc- 
cinctly and interestingly. Imprimatur.” (5/2. LC: 55-6519) 


Special Note: Dr. Miller wished attention called to a book reviewed on P. 28, in 
the non-fiction section, which he feels sufficiently important for religious book 
departments as well as general non-fiction, to note here. Turn to report on MAN 
TAKES A DTINK, by John C. Ford, S.JU., published by Kenedy last month. Out of his 
experience, Father Ford has written a sane, balanced study of the problems of 

alcoholism, a question to be facéd on the basis of true spiritual principles, not 
prejudice. While the author ts a Catholic the approach is not limited. 
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Broomfield, Gerald W. Longmans, Green 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE $1.25 


The Bible, Christianity and Race 


* One of the most acute problems confronting the Christian Church not only in 
America but in Europe, Asia and especially in Africa is that of race. Dr. Broomfield, 
writing out of 30 years of experiences in dealing with this problem in its most explosive 
form in Africa, has given us the most significant book on the subject to appear in a long 
time. He approaches the problem by attempting to discover what lead the Bible may give 
us as to the implications of the Christian religion in regard to race. He finds the 
key to this question in the Biblical concept of "The Chosen People”. He demonstrates 
that in the Old Testament the Jews were designated as "the chosen people” not because 
they were superior and not that they might lord it over other nations, but in order that 
they might be the vehicle to bring all nations to God. The Christian fellowship es- 
tablished in New Testament times took over this mediating and reconciling role. It is 
from such pre-suppositions that Dr. Broomfield discusses nationalism and racialism, 
equality, colonialism, multi-racial countries, social relations between the races and 
finally “the human factor and the grace of God". A very important book for Christian 
leaders concerned about this question. (Publ.) 


Macmillan 


THE CANDLELIGHT KINGDOM $2.50 
A Meeting with the Russian Church 


Korper, Ruth 


This is a thoughtful and beautifully written appreciation of the Eastern _ 
Orthodox Church and especially of the Russian Orthodox Church. The beauty of the ser- 
vice in the Eastern Orthodox Church cast a spell over the’ author at her first encounter 
with this branch of the Christian Church. So moved.was she: by this experience that she 
was led to inquire into the background and spiritual genius of this Church and she now 
gives us the result of her study. ‘The history of the Eastern Church, its distinctive 
teaching and its essential-emphases are dealt with and compared with the Protestant 
and Roman Catholic faiths. But more especially, is the author concerned to demonstrate 
how this Church keeps this faith in a living Christ alive and how this quiet often 
little understood ministry makes real to the worshippers the One "who is suffering 
death at our hands and yet, beyond it, lives and desires admission into our lives". 
In her enthusiastic admiration for the Eastern Church the author seems to gloss over 
its failures: its support of the tyranny of the Czars, its failure to alleviate the 
condition of the peasants in Russia for example. But the book does reveal one reason 
why the anti-church campaign of the Communists has not succeeded. Students of world 
Christianity and of Russia particularly will find this a charming book but not a pro- 


found one. (Publ.) 


Slosser, Gaius J.- Ed. Macmillan 
THEY SEEK A COUNTRY $4.75 


In this volume there are brought together thirteen lectures dealing with the 
historical background of American Presbyterianism. They deal more particularly with 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the United Presbyterian Church and the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church and describe in:considerable detail the origins of these bodies in 
the American colonies and their distinctive beliefs. It is pointed out most of .the 
differences are traceable to conditions prevailing in Scotland and in the North of 
Ireland. This Scotch-Irish background of Presbyterianism accounts for the stubborn 
tenacity with which Calvinistic doctrines have been held. It also accounts for the 
almost fierece love of liberty which made the Presbyterians so active and effective 
in the American Revolution. The publication of this volume was ‘no doubt planned with 
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a view to the proposed merger of the three major denominations of the Presbyterian 
family so as to give the uniting churches a knowledge of their common background. Now 
that the plans for their union have fallen through, the value of these studies be-— 
comes more academic and few save church historians will find them of interest. ( 9) 
; : b/lo 


Ketchum, Creston Donald Prentice-Hall 
HIS PATH IS IN THE WATERS $2.95 


This is first of all a first-rate adventure story, the autobiography of a 
merchant seaman who from age seventeen has plied the seven seas. His introduction 
to life at sea was on a Swedish boat which sailed across the Atlantic as a part of a 
convoy. Intercepted and bombarded by a Nazi sea-raider, his boat was saved only by 
the heroic sacrifice of the Jervis Bay, a boat now famous in American naval history. 
‘Other voyages followed to Australia, around the Horn, to China and the South Sea 
Islands with Ketchum falling in love with the sea and working his way up to the bridge. 
Starting as a care-free boy, Ketchum went on a spiritual pilgrimage while aboard ship, 
became an earnest Christian and eventually as the Captain of the mmission ship Morning 
Star VI combined his love of the sea with his zeal for preaching the Gospel. A good 
story and to be played up as such. (Publ. IC: 55 ~6313 ) ) 


Peale, Norman Vincent- £d. Prentice-liall 
: FAITH MADE THEM CHAMPIONS | Riss $3.95 


Gathered together in this volume are 65 stories of aihieveue’ which have 
appeared in GUIDEPOSTS, the widely read little magazine which is published under the 
editorship of Norman Vincent Peale, pastor, lecturer, and author of the phenomenal 
"best-seller", A GUIDE TO POSITIVE THINKING. These short, true stories are alike in 
that they all tell of a person who has achieved success in his field by virtue of 


certain qualities of character: faith in oneself or in God, courage, or tenacity. 


Many of those whose stories are told are stars in the field of sports such as Babe 
Ruth, Branch Rickey, Barbara Ann Scott, Carl Erskine, Bob Feller, Babe Zaharias, 
Jackie Robinson and Bob Mathias. Others have achieved prominence on the stage, in 
motion pictures, radio, or in the arts: Joel McCrea, Roy Rogers, Marian Anderson, 
Fulton Lewis Jr. and "Red" Barber. Others whose stories are told are not so well 
known but equally successful in some line of endeavor. They provide excellent illus- 
trative material for speakers and teachers. The editor expresses the hope that 
readers will find in these stories "a dynamic approach to life which will, in some 
way, show you how to raise your performance from average to good, or from good to 
excellent, or from excellent to superior". Dr. Peale suggests that the book be used 
in the Church School and public school and that it be made available to doctors’ and 
dentists' offices, to hospitals and libraries. He also suggests that depressed and 
defeated individuals, while reading it, might "picture themselves as coming into 
contact with all the rhythmic forces of the universe while repes ting the verse:. 
"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength --- etc. There is a 
ready-made market for this book. Be prepared to meet tt. (3/10) 


Evans, Joseph W. & Ward, Leo R.- ide. : Scribner 
THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHISOLOPHY OF JACQUES MARITAIN $5.00 
Selected Readings 


When it is said that Maritain.is one of our greatest contemporary phil- 
osophers, 2 group of potential readers, untrained in philosophy will say: "This is 
not for me". And, similarly, when he is idenfifies as one of the great Catholic 
thinkers, noti-Catholics may dismiss this book as alien to their thought. Both 
would be mistaken. For here, in this selection from Maritain's writings, are pre- 
sented the most urgent problems of our day of vital interest to everyone dealt with: 
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Communism, Secularism, the relation of Church and State, the Jewish question, internation- | 
al relations, and so on. Then, too, while no one is left in doubt as to Maritain's @ ‘, 
religious orientation, since he is an outright Thomist in his philosophy, what he has to say 
on the subjects covered in this book are of concern to all thinking people. There are 
seventy five selected readings, excerpts from Maritain's books, articles and addresses 
previously published here or in Paris. Highly recommended for those who wish to know 

what a great thinker has to say on the contemporary scene. (May. |5L¢C: 55-7199) 


Blackwood, Carolyn P. Westminster 
HOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE CHURCHWOMAN $2.50 


The women in the Protestant Churches of America are so zealous and so effective 
that to ask them to read a book entitled How to be an Effective Church Woman certainly 
seems to be what used to be called "a work of supererogation"”. But Mrs. Blackwood has 
been a pastor's wife and an active Church worker in other relationships and knows at first- 
hand the problems and opportunities that confront a woman when she plunges into church 
work. So the great body of women who make the activities of their church one of their 
major interests should find the book helpful and stimulating. The author deals with the 
church woman as a Protestant, a church member and worker, a missionary promoter, an inter- 
church leader, an assistant to the Pastor, a chairman of church meetings, a fund-raiser 
and, above all, as an exemplar of the faith for which she works so hard. Appeal limited 


to Protestant church women. (3/28. LC: 55-7088) 


law, William Westminster 
A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT AND HOLY LIFE $2.50 


The nature and significance of this particular version of Law's devotional classic oe 3 
can be grasped only by an understanding of the unusual circumstances which gave rise to its ee 
preparation and publication. The pastor of a Presbyterian Church, John W. Maister, in 

Fort Wayne found himself facing a crisis side by side with one of his parishioners whose 
daughter was laid low with polio. They faced this together through prayer and their ex- 
perience in the hospital was so deeply meaningful that after the crisis was past they 
continued to meet regularly for prayer and invited others to meet with them. After a time 
they began using Law's Serious Call as a basis for their meditations. This 18th Century 
classic "spoke to their condition" but they did find Law wordy and repetitious. Con- 
sequently they set about preparing an abridgement of the original which they felt would 

be more apt to interest the readers of today. It is therefore a joint effort brought into 

@ whole and edited by the pastor and now, upon the insistence of Elton Trueblood, who 

writes the introduction, it is published. A welcome addition to the growing editions of 

law's work. Dr. Meister testifies that it has transformed his church. Countless others will 
find the reading of this modern version deeply moving spiritually. (3/28. LC: 55-5330) 


Wynn, J. C. Westminster 
HOW CHRISTIAN PARENTS FACE FAMILY PROBLEMS $2.50 


The author of this book writes out of thorough knowledge of the religious, 
psychological and sociological problems confronted by parents who are trying to make their 
home Christian in this day and age. He also writes out of experience, for he has three 
children of his own and he no doubt has learned as much from them as he has from the many 
books he has read. Be that as it may, he has produced a helpful book dealing with such 
matters as conflicts and discipline in the home, family finances, sex education and the 
"dating" of Roman Catholics by Protestant young people. Especially helpful are the 
chapters addressed to he bereaved parent who must walk alone with the ge tise the 
home, and to those who must face the world with handicapped children. A good book for © 
pastors to have on hand to give to worried and conscientious parents. (3/28. 1c: 266 11954) 








